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XVXXV. Annual Aſſociation, Anno, 1799, 


Letters were received from the follwing Churches, and may g [ 
them had Meſſengers * preſent at the Aſſcciation. | 


DERBYSHIRE, | 
Churches, | Miniſters, 
2. Loſcoe - 41 - Mr. Fletcher 
| STAFFORDSHIRE. | 
2. Burton-upon-Trent - - - « «+. Baldwin 
. NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
3. Sutton-Aſhfield + - - - «+... Holmes 
4. Nottingham - - « - * R. Hopper 
LEICESTERSHIRE. 
5. Sheepshead - - - - 5 . R. Milly 
6. Leiceſter — — - =_ . B. Cave 
7. Sutton-in-the-Elms — - „„ 
8. Arniby -_ - 9 - - .. T. Blundd 
9. Foxton + - e — . . J. Burton 
. RUTLAND. 2 
io. Oakham ' - - 8 . . J. Jarman 
LINCOLNSHIRE, 
11. Spalding — ZZ - - -... Crapps 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. | 
12. Soham - - - - - 0 Bland 
NOR THHMPFONSHIRE, h 
13. Gretton + - — — — — 
14. Clipſtone - . 4 . J. W. Mom 
15. Guilſborough e * . J. Edmond 
16. Braunſton 8 ENCE . JL. Simmons 
17. Walgrave - G we A. Payne 
18. Kettering — ——— , A. Fuller 
19. Moulton — * NEW Cu — 
20. Northampton * — SE — —ſ — 
21. Road — ” - - , Heighton 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 5 
22. Olney =-- - 5 2 9 Sutcliff 
BEDFORDSHIRE. 
23. Thorne — — — - — — 
| HERTFORDSHIRE, 
24. St. Albans — - > \ . Gill 
STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 
On Profeſſion - - 88 By Diſmiffion - 4 
44 Received 4 By Letter - - - $ || Removed --- Excluſion - 5 
1 Reſtored - - - 2 — Death - - 3} 
G 98 ol 


Added...g8---Decreaſed...$7---Total Number... 182—Clear Increaſe...1l 


* TheChurches are requeſted to attend in future to the regular appointment of 
Meſſengers to the Aſſociation. 
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The Diſcipline of the Primitive Churches 
Illuftrated and Enforced. 
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THE 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 


' MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS 


OF THE SEVERAL | 


BAPTIST CHURCHES 


| NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
A ſemöblid at OLNEx, Bucks, May 21, 22, 23, 1799. 


Maintaining the important doctrines of three equal perſons in the Godhead 
eternal and perſonal election; original ſin; particular reuemption; free juſtifica- 
tion by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt; efficacious grace in regeneration z 
the final perſeverance of real believers; the reſurrection of the dead; the future 
judgement; the eternal happineſs of the righteous; and everlaſting miſery of ſuch 
as die impenitent; with the congregational order of the Churches, inviolably; 

To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or from which they have received Letters. 


Grace be to you, and Peace, from God the Father, and from Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. | 5 


BELOVED BRETHREN, | ; 

| \ [TH gratitude we have now to acknowledge that our 
annual meeting has this year been numeroufly attended, 
and its ſervices accompanied, we truſt, with tokens of the di- 
vine preſence. Agreeable accounts have been received from 
moſt of our churches, and we deeply lament that any of them 
are in circumſtances unfavourable to peace and unity. We 
preſume that the ſubject of our preſent addreſs to you, bre- 
thren, will not be thought unſeaſonable, and we ſincerely wiſh 
1 that all the churches in this connection may regard it with 
the ſtricteſt attention, being perſuaded that the animoſities 


ö re A 8 4 of Goſpel order, and the proper diſcipline 


Wafer; the apoſtles, by the preaching of the word, had 

8 e 5 any place a ſufficient number of individuals to 

_ aith o Chriſt, it was their uniform practice, for the far- 

or Lane ge Or nis kingdom in that place, to proceed to 

ne forming of them into a Religious Society, or Chriſtian 
A 2 | 
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and diviſions experienced by religious ſocieties frequently 
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bf Church. Being thus aſſociated, in the name of Chriſt, d. 
vine worſhip was carried on, Chriſtian ordinances obſery 
holy diſcipline maintained, and the word of lite, as the light 
by the golden candleſticks, exhibited. Amongit them our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the high prieſt of our proteſſion is re. 
preſented as walking ; obſerving the good, and applauding 
it; pointing out the evil, and cenſuring it; and holding uy 
lite and immortality to thoſe that ſhould overcome the temp. 
tations of the preſent ſtate. 


Let us ſuppoſe him to walk amongſt our churches, and 
to addreſs us in the manner he addreſſed the ſeven churches 
in Atta, We truſt he would find fome things to approve; 
but we are alſo apprehenſive he would find many things to 
cenſure. Let us, brethren, look narrowly into the dh 

of the primitive Churches, and compare our own with it, 


By diſcipline we do not mean to include the whole of the 
order of a Chriſtian Church. We have already touched on 
theſe ſubjects in the courſe of our annual addreis to you, Þ 
The particular object to which we ſnall, at this time, 
requeſt your attention, is that part of church-government Wl 
which conſiſts in A MUTUAL WATCH OVER ONE Axo- 
THER, AND THE CONDUCT WE ARE DIRECTED 70 
| PURSUE IN CASES OF DISORDER. A great part of ou Wl 
| duty conſiſts in cultivating what is lovely, but this is not 
the whole of it; we muſt prune as well as plant, if ve 
3 would bear much fruit, and be Chriſt's diſciples. One @ | 
= the things applauded in the Church of Epheſus was, that 
| they could not bear them that were evil. 


| Yet we are not to ſuppoſe from hence that no 1+ 
| gularity or imperfection whatever is an object of for | 
| bearance. If uniformity be required in ſuch a degree ® 
| that every difference in judgement or praclice ſhall oc. 
| ſion a ſeparation, the churches may be always dividing 5 
into parties, which we are perſuaded was never encc, 
raged by the apoſtles of our Lord, and cannot be juſtihe 
in trivial or ordinary caſes. A contrary practice 15 e, 
preisly taught us in the Epiſtle to the Romans; (Ch. vir. 
and the caſes in which it is to be exerciſed are theft 
pointed out. An object of forbearance however mu 
one that may exiſt without being an occaſion of oo 
and wrangling in the Church: It muſt not be 10 dub 
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betations. V. 1. It muſt alſo reſpect things which do not 
nter into the eſſence of God's kingdom, the leading princi- 
bles of which are righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy 
WG. v. 16, 17. That which does not ſubvert the goſpel of 
the kingdom, nor ſet aſide the authority of the King, though 
It be an imperfection, is yet to be borne with. Finally, it 
muſt be ſomething which does not de/troy the work of God, 
br which is not inconſiſtent with the progreſs of vital reli- . 
gion in the church, or in ones own ſoul. V. 20. In all ſuch 
aſes we are not to judge one another, but every man's con- 
cience is to be his judge. V. 23. ; 5 x 


In attending to thoſe things which are the proper objects 
f diſcipline, our firſt concern ſhould be to ſee that all our mea- 
res are aimed at the good of the party, and the honour of God. 
WB oth theſe ends are pointed out in the caſe of the Corinthian 
Winder. All was to be done that his fangs might be ſaved in 
the day of the Lord, and to clear themſelves as a church from 
jeing partakers of his ſin. If theſe ends be kept in view 
hey will preſerve us from much error; particularly, from 
the two great evils into which churches are in danger of fall- 
g, falſe lenity, and unchriſtian ſeverity. There is often a 
Party found in a community who under the name of tender- 
ess are for neglecting all wholeſome diſcipline; or if this 
Hannot be accompliſhed, for delaying it to the utmoſt. Such 
pcrions are commonly the advocates for diforderly walkers, 
WE {pe<ciaily if they be their particular friends or relations. 
heir language is, „He chat is without fin, let him caſt the 
rr tone. My brother hath fallen to-day, and I may fall 
We0-murrow.” This ſpirit though it exiſts only in individuals, 
provided they be perſons of any weight or influence, is fre- 
queitly Know to impede the due execution of the laws of 
hriſt; and if it pervade the community, it will ſoon reduce 
to the loweſt {tate of degeneracy. Such for a time was 
. Agate elec Corinthians ; but when brought to a proper 
=. . carefulneſs it wrought in them, yea what , 
=. W "Je ves, yea what indignation, yea what fear, yea 
Po ſing the anos be Hat zeal, yea what revenge. —In Op- 
Elling ae rr es © mn tenderneſs others are in danger of 
ee end 3 This ſpirit will make the 
Pr the ar Ao 8 and lead men to convert the cenſures 
* OP of private revenge. Perſons of 
I Ption KNOW not of what manner of ſpirit they are. 
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Church. Being thus aſſociated, in the name of Chriſt, d. 
vine worſhip was carried on, Chriſtian ordinances obſerved, 
holy diſcipline maintained, and the word of lite, as the light 
by the golden candleſticks, exhibited. Amongit them our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the high prieſt of our proteſſion is re. 


preſented as walking ; obſerving the good, and applauding 
it; pointing out the evil, and cenſuring it; and holding uy 
life and immortality to thoſe that ſhould overcome the temp. 
tations of the preſent ſtate. | 


Let us ſuppoſe him to walk amongft our churches, and 
to addreſs us in the manner he addrefled the ſeven churches 
in Aha, We truſt he would find ſome things to approve; 
but we are alſo apprehenſive he would find many things to 
cenſure, Let us, brethren, look narrowly into the diu 
of the primitive Churches, and compare our own with it, 


By diſcipline we do not mean to include the whole of the 7 
order of a Chriſtian Church. We have already touched on | 0 


theſe ſubjects in the courſe of our annual addreis to you, 
The particular object to which we {ſtiall, at this time, 
requeſt your attention, is that part of church-government 
which conſiſts in A MUTUAL WATCH OVER ONE Axo- 
THER, AND THE CONDUCT WE ARE -DIRECTED T0 
PURSUE IN CASES OF DISORDER. A great part of out 
duty conſiſts in cultivating what is lovely, but this is not 
the whole of it; we muſt prune as well as plant, if we 
would bear much fruit, and be Chriſt's diſciples. Oe of 
the things applauded in the- Church of Epheſus was, that 
they could not bear them that were evil. 


Yet we are not to ſuppoſe from hence that no irre- 
gularity or imperfection whatever is an object of for- 
bearance. If uniformity be required in ſuch a degree & 
that every difference in judgement or praclice ſhall occt 
ſion a ſeparation, the churches may be always dividing 
into parties, which we are perſuaded was never ecu 
raged by the apoſtles of our Lord, and cannot be juſtified 
in trivial or ordinary caſes. A contrary practice is &- 
preſsly taught us in the Epiſtle to the Romans; (Ch. Xiv.) 


and the caſes in which it is to be exerciſed are theſe. 


pointed out. An object of forbearance however muſt 


one that may exiſt without being an occaſion of diſpute 


and wrangling in the Church: It muſt not be 10 dul 
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Uiſplutations. V. I. It muſt alſo reſpect things which do not 
enter into the eſſence of God's #ingdom, the leading princi- 
Dies of which are righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ec. V. 16, 17. That which does not ſubvert the goſpel of 

the kingdom, nor ſet aſide the authority of the King, though 
it be an imperfection, is yet to be borne with. Finally, it 
muſt be ſomething which does not de/froy the work of God, 
or which is not inconſiſtent with the progreſs of vital reli- 
Woion in the church, or in ones own ſoul. V. 20. In all ſuch 
eaſes we are not to judge one another, but every man's con- 
ience is to be his judge. V. 23. 8 | 


I attending to thoſe things which are the proper objects 
f diſcipline, our firſt concern ſhould be to ſee that all our mea- 
Wurcs are aimed at the god of the party, and the honour of God. 
Both theſe ends are pointed out in the caſe of the Corinthian 
pffender. All was to be done that his ſpirit might be ſaved in 
Ihe day of the Lord, and to clear themſelves as a church from 
being partakers of bis fin. If theſe ends be kept in view 
they will preſerve us from much error ; particularly, from 
the two great evils into which churches are in danger of fall- 
ing, falſe lenity, and unchriſtian ſeverity. There is often a 
Wp2c found in a community who under the name of tender- 
ess are for neglecting all wholeſome diſcipline; or if this 
annot be accompliſhed, for delaying it to the utmoſt. Such 
perlons are commonly the advocates for diforderly walkers, 
Elpeciaily if they be their particular friends or relations. 
heir language is, „He chat is without fin, let him caſt the 
rt lone. My brother hath fallen to-day, and I may fall 
Wf0-morow.” This ipirit though it exiſts only in individuals, 
Provide chey be perſons of any weight or influence, is fre- 
f quei.tly cnowi to impede the due execution of the laws of 
Chriſt; and if it pervade the community, it will ſoon reduce 
— - the loweſt ſtate of degeneracy. Such for a time was 
„ the ſpirit of the Corinthians; but when brought to a proper 
1 = of things What carefulneſs it wrought in them, yea what 
- nh : ng J tvenjelves, yea what indignation, yea what fear, yea 
“ element deſire, yea what zeal, yea what revenge: —In op- 
N . the extreme of falſe tenderneſs others are in danger of 
4 axe > apron, ſeverity. This ſpirit will make the 
hag xe 8 and lead men to convert the cenſures 
a nto weapons of private revenge. Perſons of 
| cription know not of what manner of ſpirit they are, 
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26 
They loſe fight of the good of the offender. It is. not love 
that operates in them; for love worketh no evil. The ttue 
medium between theſe extremes is a union of mercy and truth, 
Genuine mercy is combined with faithfulneſs, and genuine 
faithfulneſs with mercy ; and this is the only ſpirit that is 
likely to purge inguity.* Connivance will groduce indiffer. 
ence; and-undue ſeverity will arm the offender with prejudice, 
and fo harden him in his ſin: but the love of God and of our 
brother's ſoul are adapted to anſwer every good end. If we 
love God, like Lew, we ſhall know no man after the fleſh, 
nor acknowledge our neareſt kindred ; but ſhall obſerve his 
word, ald keep his covenant. And if we love the foul of 
our brother we ſhall fay, © He is fallen to-day, and I will re 
prove him for his good: I may fall to-morrow, and then let 
him deal the ſame with me.“ Love is the grand ſecret of 
church diſcipline, and will do more than all other things put 
together towards infuring ſucceſs. BE 


In the exerciſe of diſcipline it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween faults which are the conſequence of ſudden temptation, 
and ſuch as are the reſult of premeditation, and habit, The 
former requires a compaſſionate treatment; the latter a greater 
portion of N "The ſin of Peter in denying his Lot 
was great, and if noticed by the enemies of Chriſt, might 
bring great reproach upon his cauſe; yet, compared with 
the ſin of Solomon it was little. He firſt gave way to ]icet- 
tiouſneſs, then to idolatry, and on finding that God as 1 
puniſhment for his ſin had given ten tribes to Jeroboam, he 
ſought to kill him, Caſes like this are imminently dangerous 
and require a prompt and decided treatment, like that which 
we ſhould uſe towards a child fallen into the fire; in which 
moments delay might be fatal, and in which heſitating ten- 
derneſs would be the height of cruelty. Of ſome have con 
paſſun, making a difference : others ſave with fear, pulling then 


out of the fire; hating even the garment ſpotted by the fieſht 


In all our admonitions regard ſhould be had to the age and 
character of the party. An elder as well as other men ma 
be in a fault, and a fault that may require to be noticed; but 
let him be told of it in a tender and reſpectful manner. While 
you expoſtulate with younger men on a foot ing of equal it) 

pay a deference to age and office, Rebuke not an elder, but 
gntreat him as a father, and the younger men as brethren] 


® Prov, xvi. 6, + Jude 22, 23. See alſe Gal. vi. 1. 41 Tim. v. 1 
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In the due execution of Chriſtian diſcipline there are many 
t ings to he done by the members of churches individually; 
ad ic is upon the proper diſcharge of theſe duties that much 
df the peace and purity of a church depends. If we be faith- 
il to one another there will be but few occaſions for public 
eenſure. Various improprieties of conduct, neglects of duty, 
End declenſions in the power of godlineſs are the proper ob- 
ects of paitoral admonition. It is one eſſential branch of 
this office to rebuke, and exhort with all long-ſuffering.* Nor 
is this work confined to paſtors: Chriſtians are directed to 
adnmiſh one another. Indeed there are things which a wife 
and effectionate people will be concerned to take upon them- 
elves, left a prejudice ſhould be contracted againſt the mi- 
niſtry, which may prevent its good effects, This is pecu- 
liarly neceſlary in the ſetuling of differences, in Which whole 
families may be intereſted, and in which it is extremely dif- 
Wficult to avoid the ſuſpicion of partiality. 


| In all caſes of perſonal offence the rule laid down by our 
Lord in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew ought to be at- 
tended to; and no ſuch offence ought to be admitted before a 
church till the precept of Chriſt has been firſt complied with 
by che party or parties concerned, 
In many caſes where faults are not committed immediately 
W againit us, but which are unknown except to a few indivi- 
We duals, love will lead us to endeavour to reclaim the party if 
posible without any farther expoſure. A juſt! man will not 
e willing unneceflarily to make his brother a public example, 
The ſeripiures give peculiar encouragement to theſe perſonal 
and private attempts. If any of you do err from the truth, and 
$4 7 8 him Fr him know that he who converteth a ſinner 
Vom the error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death hide 
4 mulaſtude of | os 8 1 / | fot fr ” , 


= In caſes of evil report, where things are ſaid of a brother 
n our hearing which, if true, muſt affect his character, and 

„ the purity of the church, it cannot be right to go on to re- 
fo u. Love will not lead to this. Many reports we 

a | know are unfounded; or if true in the main, they may have 
| been aggravated ; or there may be circumſtances attending 
j the cale, which if fully underſtood would make things appear 


1 . . a 5 
2 Tim. iv. 2. + Rom. xv. 14. 4 James 5, 19, 20. 
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very different from the manner in which they have been re. 
preſented. Now it is almoſt impoſſible that any one but the 
party himſelf ſhould be acquainted with all theſe circumfan- 
ces, or able to give a full account of them, No time there. 
fore ſhould be loſt, ere we inquire at the hand of our brother, 
or if on any conſideration we feel that to be unſuitable, it 
would be proper to apply to an officer of the church who 
may conduct it with greater propriety. | 


There are alfo caſes of a ſtill more public nature in which 
much of the peace and happineſs of a church depend upon 
the conduct of its members in their individual capacity, The 
charge given by the apoſtle to the Romans, (Ch. xvi. x7, 18.) 
though applicable to a church, yet ſeems to be rather avdreiled 
to the individuals who compole iM I beſeech you, brethren, 
mark them which cauſe di viſions and offences contrary to the dbu. 
trine which ye have learned, and avaid them. For they that art 
ſuch ſerve not our Lord Fejus Chrift, but their own belly; aul 
by gord words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the fimple 
The characters to be avoided appear to be perſons whole ob- 
ject it is to fer up a party in the church, of which they may 
the heads or leaders, a kind of religious demagogues. 
Such men are found, at one time or other in moſt ſocieties; 
and in ſome caſes the peace of the churches has been invade 
by ſtrangers, who are not of their own community. Let 
the „ brethren” have their eye upon ſuch men. Mark then. 
Trace their conduct, and you will ſoon diſcover their mo- 
tives. Stand aloof from them, and avid ſtriking in with 
* their dividing meaſures. In cafe of their being members, the 
Church collectively conſidered ought no doubt to put awaſ 
from amongſt them ſuch wicked perſons : but as every co 
lective body is compoſed of individuals, if thoſe individual 
ſuffer themſelves to be drawn away, the church is neceſſarily 
thrown into confuſion, and rendered incapable of a prompt 
unanimous and decided conduct, Let members of churches 
therefore beware how they liſten to the inſinuations af thoſe 
who would entice them to join their party. Men of this ſtamp 
are deſcribed by the apoſtle, and therefore may be Know 
particularly by three things—Firſt, By their doctrine: It 
contrary is that which has been learned of Chriſt. Secondly, 
By their Selfiſh purſuits ; zhey ſerve not dur Lord Feſtus Cirifh 
but their own bellics. Thirdly, By their inſinuating whin's 
pretences of affectionate regard towards their partizans: “ 


good words and fair ſpeeches they deceive the hearts of the ſnpl, 
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To this may be added, there are duties on individuals in 
cheir behaviour towards perſons who lie under the cenſure 9 
the Church. If they ſtill continue in a ſtate of impenitence, 
perſiſt in their ſin, or be unreconciled to the churches” pro- 
| ceedings with them, it is of the utmoſt conſequence that 
every member ſhould act a uniform part towards them. We 
may it is true continue our ordinary and neceſſary intercourſe 
| with them as men, in the concerns of this life: but there 
| muſt be no familiarity, no ſocial interchange, no vilitings to 
| them, nor receiving viſits from them, nothing in ſhort that 
is expreſſive of connivance at their conduct. F any man 
| that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolaler, 
or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, we muſt not keep 
company with ſuch an one, no not to eat. If individual mem- 
bers act contrary to this rule, and carry it freely towards 
an offender, as if nothing had taken place, it will render 
the cenſure of the church of none effect. Thoſe perſons 
E alſo who behave in this manner will be conſidered by the 
party as his friends, and others who ſtand aloof, as his ene- 
mies, or at leaſt as being unreaſonably ſevere; which will 
work confuſion, and render void the beſt and moſt whole- 
| ſome diſcipline, We muſt act in concert, or we may as 
| well do nothing. Members who violate this rule are par- 
E takers of other men's fins, and deſerve” the rebukes of the 
church for counteracting its meaſures. 


Wich reſpect to thoſe things which fall under the cogni- 
W zance of a church in its collective capacity, we earneſtly re- 
We commend, in general, that every thing be done not only 
with a view to the honour of God, and the good of the 
| party, as before obſerved, but with a ſpecial regard to the re- 
| vealed will of Chriſt, That ſome kind of order be preſerved 


m every community, is neceſſary to its exiſtence. Decency, 
| reputation, and even worldly policy, will induce us to take 


RE fone notice of groſs immoralities : but this is not Chriſtian 
CRT -{cipline; nor will it be productive of its ſalutary effects. 
I the choice of oficers few if any churches would elect a 
profligate: but if opulence be allowed to ſupply the place of 
ſpirituality, or ambitious or litigious characters be preferred 


on the principle of expediency, as a means of keeping them 

ni better humour, is it not carnal? So in matters of diſ- 

cipline, few Churches would ſuffer a groſsly immoral or 

litigious character to continue amongft them unnoticed ; 
+ 1Cor.'v. 11. 


10 - | 
but if inſtead of a calm impartial and decided procedure, we 
enter into puſillanimous compromiſes with the offender, con. 
ſenting that he ſhould withdraw of his own accord; if the 
crimes of rich men be either entirely overlooked, or bit 
ſlightly touched, leſt the care ſhould ſuffer from their beig 
oft ended; or if the miſconduct of poor men be diſregarded oi de 
ground oi their being perſons of little or no account, are ur 
not carnal, and walk as men? Brethren! Are there any ſuch 
things amongſt us? Search and conſider. Such things ought 
not to be. The private withdrawment of an individual, it itbe 
without good reaſons, may juitity a church in admoniſhiis 

him, and if he cannot be reciaimed, in excluding him: bit 

it cannot itſelf diilolve the relation. Till ſuch excluſion has 
taken place he is a member, and his conduct affects their repu- 
tation as much as that of any other member. With regard toa 
neglect of diſcipline leſt it thvuld injure the cauſe, what cauſe 
muſt that be which requires to be thus ſupporced ? Be it our 
concern to obey the Jaws of Chriſt, and leave him to ſupport 
his own cauſe. If it ſink by a fulfilment of his command- 
ments, let it fink. He will not cenſure us for not ſupport- 
Ing the ark with unhallowed hands. And if it be criminal 
to fear the rich, it cannot be leſs ſo to deſpiſe the poor. Let 
brotherly love. abound towards both. Do all things with. 
out partiality, and without hypocriſy. 


We cannot enumerate all the particular caſes which fall 
under the cognizance of a Chriſtian Church, but ſhall men- 
tion a few which are recorded in the Scriptures for our 
imitation. ; = 


A DEPARTURE FROM THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL,0R 
ANY OF ITS LEADING DOCTRINES is an object of Chriſtian 
diſcipline. I would they were even cut off that trouble you—l 
have 1 things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt them who bull 

the docirine of Balaam—ſ1 haſt thou alſo them that hold the du. 
trine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. — A man that is at 
heretic, after the firſt and ſecond admonition rejecit, knowing tu 
he that is ſuch is ſubverted, and ſinneih, being condemned of hin 


4. 
It is worthy of notice that the only paſſage in the New 


Teſtament wherein hereſy is introduced as an object of jr 
line, makes no mention of any thing as compoſing it bu 


Gal. v. 12. Rev. il. 14, 15. Tit. iii. 10. 


_ = Fl== : 
„, relates 10 ile principles of the party. It may be ſuppoſed 


Hat thoſe who were accounted heretics by the apoitles were 
s impure in their lives as they were antichriſtian in their 
Joctrine, and that they were commonly diſturbers of the 
Peace and unity of the Churches: but however this might 
e, neither of theſe evils is alledged as the ground tor which 
e heretic was to be rejected. All that is mentioned is this; 
2 is ſubvertea, and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf. 


| He is ſubverted; that is, his profeſſed faith in the goſpel is 
n effect overturned, or rendered void; conſequently he re- 
Wouires to be treated as an unbeliever. He is condemned of him- 
ſelf; that is, the goſpel being a conſiſtent whole, he that re- 
eas ſome of its leading principles, while he profeſles to 
eetain others, is certain to fall into ſelf-contradiction; which 
Wit clearly pointed out in a fir/t and ſecond admonition, he will 
be compelled, if he perſiſt, obſtinately to hui his eyes againſt 
be light, and thus /n againſt the dictates of his own 
Wconſcience, Z 


It has been aſked by perſons who difapprove of all church 
proceedings on account of difference in religious principles, 
who is to judge what is herely? We aniwer, thole who are 
c judge what is immorality in dealing with looſe characters. 
lo ſuppoſe it impoſſible to judge what hereſy is, or to deny 
that the power of fo decidiug retts in a Chriſtian Church, is 
to charge che apoſtolic precept with impertinence. It is true 
the judgement of a church may be erroneous, as well as that 
Jof an individual; and it becomes them in their deciſions to 
conſider that they will all be reviſed at the great day: but 
che iame may be ſaid of ail human judgement, civil or judi- 
Cial, to which no one is ſo void of reaion as on this account 
W to object. a | | 
It has been farther objected, that cenſuring a perſon on 
account of his religious ſeatiments invades the right of pri- 
ate judgment, is inconſiſtent with the liberty of the goſpel, 
and contrary to the leading principles on which proteſtants 
„ have ſeparated from the Church of Rome, and Proteſtant 
„ Diſlenters from the Church of England. The right of pri- 
13 vate judgement, while we claim no connection with others, 
is an undoubted right, We may be chriſtians, infidels, or 
atheiſts, and none but God has any controul over us: but if 
we deſire the friendſhip and eſteem of good men not with- 


i 
/ 
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ſtanding, or claim admiſſion to a Chriftian Church; ot 
ſhould we be in it already, and claim to continue our ſitus- 
tion, ſurely they would not be obliged to comply. If 6 
our rite of private judgement muſt interfere with that of 
others, u hote judgement tells them that there can be no 
fellowſhip between light and darkneſs, or communion be- 
tween him that believeth and an infidel. If the Jiberty of 
the goſpel conſiſt in a right of fellowthip with Chriſtian 
Churches whatever be our principles, it will follow not only 
that unbelievers may claim viſible communion with believers, 
but that no ec for immorality can be juſtiſied pro- 
vided the party inſiſts that his ſentiments are in harmony 
with his practice, There is a great variety of opinion as to 
what is morality, as well as to what is truth. One looſe 
character believes in polygamy, another in concubinage, and 
a third can fee no harm in fornication, nor even in adultery, 
provided it be unaiicovered. + If the Churches of Rome, 
and England, had done nothing more than exclude from their 
tociety characters whom they conſidered as deviating from 
the firſt principles of the goſpel, without ſubjecting them tocivil 
penalties or difabilities, however we might have diſputed the 
truth of their doctrine, we could not have juſtly objected to 
their diſcipline. And on the other hand we ſhould ſuppoſe 
that the ſeparation of proteſtants from the one, and of proteſtant 
diftenters from the other, was for the fake of enjoying a purer 
church ſtate, wherein they might act up to the laws of Zions 
King; and not that they might live as though there were no 
king in Iſrael, which is the cafe where every man does that 
which is right in his own eyes. | | 


In cAasEs OF NOTORIOUS AND COMPLICATED WICK- 
EDNESS it appears that in the primitive churches immediate 
excluſion was the conſequence. In the caſe of the inceftuous 
Corinthian, there are no directions given for his being admo- 
niſhed, and excluded only in caſe of his being incorrigibly impe- 
nitent. The Apoſtle determined what ſhould be done In tht 
name of the Lord feſus «when ye are gathered together to deliver 

ſiech an one unto Satan, We cannot but conſider it as an error 
in the diſcipline of ſome churches where perſons have been de- 
tected of groſs and aggravated wickednels, that their excluſion 
has been ſuſpended, and in many caſes omitted, on the ground 
of their profeſſed repentance, While the evil was a ſecret, it 
was perſiſted in, but when expoſed by a public detection, then 


+ Such was the morality taught by Mr. Hume. 
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repentance is brought for ward, as it were in arreſt of judg- 
ment. But can that repentance be genuine that is pleaded 
bor the purpoſe of warding off the cenſures of a Cbriitian 
BSE Church? We are perſuaded it cannot. The eye of a true 
WE pcnitent will be fixed upon the greatneſs of his ſin, and he 
Vill be the laſt to diſcern, or talk of his repentance for it. So 
nr from pleading it in order to evade cenſure, he will cenſure 
himſelf, and delire nothing more than that teſtimony may be 
borne againſt his conduct for the honour of Chriſt. 


| But allowing that repentance in ſuch caſes is ſincere, {till 
it is not of ſuch account as to ſet aſide the neceſſity of exclu- 
ſion. The end to be anſwered by this meaſure is not merely 
the good of the party, but the clearing of a Chriſtian Church 
from the very appearance of conniving at immorality; and 
which cannot be accompliſhed by repentance only. Though 
Miriam might be truly ſorry for her fin in having ſpoken 
Fagainſt Moles, and though ſhe might be healed of her leproly;z 
yet the Lord ſaid unto Maſes, If her father had but ſpit in her 
Face, ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed ſeven days? Let her be fhut out 

ron the cainp ſeven days; and after that let her be received in 
again. * | 


We do not ſuppoſe, however, that every notorious fault 
requires immediate excluſion. The general rule given is, 
that NOTORICOUS EVILS SHOULD MEET WITH A PUBLIC 
RE RE2UcE. hen that ſin, rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
e. But this proceeding does not appear to amount to 
p excluſion; it is rather of the nature of a cenſure or repri- 
mand, accompanying an admonition. To us it appears 
that the circumſtances attending a fin ought to deter- 
mine whether it require immediate excluſion, or not. If 
theſe be highly aggravating ; if there appear to have been 
| premeditation, intention, and perſeverance in the crime, put 
away from amongst yourſelves that wicked perſon $ but if circum- 
ſtances extenuate rather than heighten the evil, ſolemn ad- 
mont1on, accompanied with rebuke, ought to ſuffice, and 
no excluſion to follow but in caſe of incorrigible impenitence. 


There are alſo faults which do not come under the deno- 
nation of notorious fins, wherein directions are given for 
recovering the offenders WITHOUT ANY MENTION BEING 
| MADE OF EXCLUSION, EITHER IMMEDIATE OR ULTI- 
| MATE, There is perhaps in all the churches a deſcription 
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of men whoſe characters are far from being uniformly cir 
cumſpect, and yet not ſufficiently irregular to warrant thei 
being ſeparated from communion. They are diſorder 
Walkers; buſy bodies in other mens matters, while negligent 
ot their own; in a word, unamiable characters. Now thoſe 
that are ſuch we are directed to exhort, and charge that they 
conduct themſelves as becometh Chriſtians. If after thi 
they continue ditorderly, obſerve a degree of diſtance in you 
conduct towards them; withdraw your intimacy ; let then 
feel the frowas of their brethren: yet be not wholly reſerved, 
but occaſionally explain to them the reaſons of your conduct, 
affectionately admonithing them at the ſame time to repent 
ance and amendment of lite. Now we command you, brethrn, 
in the name of our Lord "Feſus Cyrift, that ye withdraw yourjekn 


from every brother that walketh dyorderly, and not after the irs 


dlitian which be receided of us, — Fir we hear that there art 


fome who walk among you diforderly, working not at all, but at 


buſy-bodies. Now them that are ſuch we command, and th 
Hort by our Lord Fejus Corift, that with quietneſs they work, aud 


eat their nun bread. And if any man ovey not our word by this | 


epiſtle, note that man, and nave na company with him that he maj 
be aſhamed : Yet count him not as an enemy, but admeniſb him a 


A brother. It Churches were to conſult only their own f- 


putation, they would often diſcard ſuch perſons. at an earl 
period : but where there is reaſon to hope that the heart 1 
right in the main, great forbearance mult be exerciſed, aul 


long perſeverance. in endeavouring to recover. How mal 
imperfections were diſcovered in the conduct of the twelve 
apoſtles, while their Lord was with them, and what an e. 


ample of forbearance has he left us! One character reclaimed 
is of greater account and more to the honour of a Chriſta 


Church, than many diſcarded. 


Finally, A watchful eye upon the ſtate of the Church, 
and of particular members, with a ſeaſonable interpoſitio!, 
may do more towards the preſervation of good order than 
other things put together. Diſcourage whiſperings, back: 
bitings, and jealouſies. Frown on tale-bearers, and given 
ear to their tales. Nip contentions in the bud. Adjuſt al 
ferences in civil matters amongſt yourſelves. Bring tog 
ther at an early period thoſe in whom miſconception and al 
truit have begun to operate, ere ill opinion ripen into ſett 
diſlike. By a frank and timely explanation in the preſence 
+ 2 Thel. iii. 6. . 15. 
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| of a common friend, that may be healed in an hour, which, 


affectionately free with one another. Give tender and faith- 
ful hints where it appears to you that one of your brethren 
is in danger of being drawn aſide from the principles or ſpirit 
of the goſpel. Let all be given, from their firſt entering 
into connexion with you, to expect them. If any one take 
offence at ſuch treatment, give him to underſtand that he who 
cannot endure a caution, or a reproof, is unfit for chriſtian ſo- 
| ciety; and is in the utmoſt danger of falling into miſchief. 


27 
PAR 
os p 


| Brethren, conſider what we ſay, and the Lord give you 
| underſtanding in all things! The free circulation of the blood, 
and the proper diſcharge of all the animal functions, are not 
more neceſſary to the health of the body, than good diſci- 
pline is to the proſperity of a community. | 


| If it were duly conſidered how much the general intereſts 
of religion, and even the ſalvation of men, may be affected 
by the purity and harmony of Chriſtian Churches, we ſhould 
tremble at the thought of their being interrupted by us. The 
planting of a church in a neighbourhood, where the goſpel 


their purity, is a great bleſſing. It is a temple reared for 
God, in which he deigns to record his name, to meet with 


| churches of this deſcription, in the midſt of a career of ſpi- 
ritual proſperity, edifying one another in love, and gathering 
ſouls to the Redeemers ſtandard, all in a little time, blaſted 
and ruined by ſome unhappy event that has thrown them into 
diſorder. One of the members, it may be, has acted unwor- 
thily he is reproved—his relations or particular acquain- 
tances take on his fide—diſcipline is interrupted—the Church 
is divided into parties hard things are ſaid on both ſides 
the bond of love is broken tender minds are grieved, and 
retire—worſhip is but thinly attended, and the enjoyment 
of it is vaniſhed — God's friends mourn in ſecret, and his 
enemies triumph, ſaying aha! ſo would we have it! O 


Church of Chriſt ! Tf any man defile the temple of Ged, him 


ſhall God defiroy! Dearly beloved, farewell. Grace and 
Peace be with you. | 


Signed by order of the Aſſociation, | 
J. SUTCLIFF, Moderator. 


if permitted to proceed, a ſeries of years cannot eradicate. Be 


is preached, and the ordinances of Chriſt adminiſtered in 


his humble worſhippers, and to bleſs them. We have ſeen 


Brethren, It is a ſerious thing to occaſion the ruin of a 


— 
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Tossa Evening VI. The worſhip was LES ith 7 AE pt. 133 0. 1 
Brother Sitcliff engaged in prayer, and Was cholen Moderator. The an 
from the Churches were read; minutes taken of their contents; and after ling 
ing Hymn 441, Appendix, brother Burton cloſed the ſervice with peer, 


WEDNESDAY” Morning VI. The following Brethreu engaged In 
brother 26:92. of London, brother Oates of Sutton, Ely, brother me 
Ruſhden, brither. Feelly, who is invited to Bog ani and brother Fra . 
of Coucitoneend,” a 4 . 


eee ene bis Halfpaſt X. Met for public worthips - Brother Mill prayelf 
33 Fuller *preach-4 from 1 John i. 3. That 40hich ve hawe ſeen a 
dech.re coc nts you that ye alſo may have felirwſhip with us: and truly bur film 
Hip i is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus brit. Brother Blundel pray 2 
ans hrother Hopper preached from Rom. iit. 25. #hom God hath * forth a 5 
fi pitiation; agd brother Gil prayed at the conclufion. | 


a ee After dinner, the Miniſters and Meſſengers © retired to hear the Ci 
_ _ * "peg written by brother Fuller, which was approved and ordered to by 4 
2 3 12 = bh Circular Letter for next year, On the. Werres 
— —_— eee, to be written by brother Surf. 2 4 


"= Es 2 Evening VI. Brother Edmonds prayed 5 brother. Ryland esche 2 
5 Lake i. 1½ To turn the Diſchedient to the er of the uf. A ſuitable i 

| compoſe i. 5 one of the Miſſionaries in India, F was ton lung, and e 
4 cbaclude vy brother Rylard. The 


FRET T poss b Morning VI. Brother Evighton 2 the Miaiſten rela 1 
„ tence; and Face che 8 ſervices with pre 
723 The - Ackers and Meſfengers being conv, 1 An: dutions were made ef 
ſeveral of the Brethren” in aid of Village Prexthings and the concerns of Un 

| , KAſſoc on Fund ahufted. The Moderator EO the een, and #1 
2 8 _ _ meeting was then diſſolved. 8 F, I 


. 


4 , 2 The ee to be held at Nor N 1 ba on Tur wt 

—_— .. . in WuIiTsuN-WZ EE. Brother Morris and Su diff to preach. 
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